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Welcome to the 2015 tour!  

This year is a little different, thanks to technology, so we’ll see how this goes…  

1. Thursday afternoon, June 11 

a. Meet at Perinton Mobil station, corner of routes 250 & 31  

b. 1:00 – Depart  

c. Clyde NY gas station / bathroom stop – top off your tank, so we’re all on same schedule for gas (next gas is ~80 miles 

away)  

d. 3:30ish – Arrive Dan Killicut’s place, 479 State Route 34, Hannibal NY 13074 – 315-564-6893 home / 315-558-9910 cell 

e. 5:00 – Depart Dan Killicut’s place for Oswego  

f. 5:40 – Arrive Oswego hotel, check in, get settled  

g. 6:15 or so – Dinner @ Alex’s on the Water, (315) 343-7700  (in Hotel)  

 

Welcome to Macedon!  

Heading out of town is the canal on the left… definitely our companion for much of this trip!  

About two miles down the road on the left, at the curve just before Palmyra, is an old canal aqueduct which looks like a beautiful 

stone bridge, officially called the Mud Creek (or Ganargua Creek) Aqueduct which is located in Aqueduct Park… see the large vertical 

keystone in the center of each arch – these were largely decorative, as they do not appear on the north side of the arches.  

Some nice info here:  http://www.eriecanal.org/MacedonPalmyra.html   

And here: http://www.geocities.com/falzguy.geo/palmyra-macedon-spillway.html 

“When the Erie Canal was originally built, a wooden aqueduct carried it over Ganargua Creek, once called Mud Creek. The three arch 

stone bridge is the original towpath for the canal, with the now crumbling supports for the aqueduct located just north of it. When 

the canal was widened and straightened the aqueduct was removed and surplus canal water was allowed to spill into Ganargua 

Creek creating the 16 foot high Palmyra-Macedon Spillway.” 

 

 

This view looking up the 

creek shows the 

considerable amount of 

water still flowing down 

the old canal, and 

dropping into Ganargua 

Creek at the aqueduct.  

 

Palmyra-Macedon 

Aqueduct Park is a 

Wayne County Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eriecanal.org/MacedonPalmyra.html
http://www.geocities.com/falzguy.geo/palmyra-macedon-spillway.html


 

This site also features the reconstructed 1858 Aldrich Change Bridge, the oldest iron bridge in New York State. First erected in 1858, 

the Aldrich Towing Path Change Bridge is the oldest iron bridge in New York State and one of only two bridges known to survive 

from the first enlargement of the Erie Canal. In addition to its importance as an artifact of one of the nation's earliest and most 

significant public works, it draws attention to one of the lesser known and largely overlooked designs of Squire Whipple, nineteenth-

century America's foremost theoretician-practitioner of truss bridge design.  

  

 

The bridge was fabricated in the Waterford, New York iron works of George W. Eddy and erected by John Hutchinson of Troy as part 

of a two-span towing path change bridge at the Rochester weighlock. In 1879, the bridge was removed and placed in storage. After 

the collapse of the wooden change bridge just west of Palmyra, one span of Hutchinson's bridge was shortened and placed in service 

as Bridge No. 35, in which role it served until the downtown Palmyra section of the first enlargement was bypassed. Sold to a farmer 

in 1915, who erected it across Ganargua Creek, it served as a farm bridge until approximately 1970, when it was abandoned. After it 

had been washed from its abutments by ice and high water in 1996, it was salvaged, dismantled, stored, and finally re-erected in 

Aqueduct Park in 2003 and 2004. 

 

Welcome to Palmyra!  

As we enter town, notice “Mulberry Hollow” shop, and an old gas pump on the left… we then come to Church Street – Palmyra 

claims to be the only city/village in the US to have four churches at a four corner intersection facing each other. 

To your right, a fire started by “alleged arson” on May 3, 2013 destroyed three historic Main Street buildings dating to the village's 

Erie Canal era, and water from the firefighting response damaged a fourth. The buildings were condemned on May 7 and are 

scheduled to be demolished by June 30 (not yet done, as of July 13). The buildings survived proposed demolition during the urban 

renewal era of the 1960s, and may be replaced by a new structure to be raised by one of the destroyed building's owner. 

A few miles out of town, just before the VFW, is a wacky bike sculpture on the right.  

 

Welcome to Manchester! (at least the outlying areas) 

The community was originally called "Coonsville," after one of its early settlers, Valentine Coon, but when manufacturing became 

important, the name was changed to "Manchester." The village was incorporated in 1892.  

Manchester was an important division point and car classification yard for the Lehigh Valley Railroad and was, at one time, the 

largest such facility in the world. As a division point, crews and locomotives were exchanged. Freight cars were switched from track 

to track, organizing them for delivery to their destinations. Support services included the 30-stall roundhouse, the coaling stations, 

facilities for ash removal, track maintenance, car repair, a control tower, the yard office, an ice house, and the bunkhouse-

restaurant.  

Welcome to Port Gibson!  

Ontario County had only one stop on the Erie Canal, the hamlet of Port Gibson. In the early days of the canal it was the main 

shipping point for a large territory that stretched from the Finger Lakes to Lake Ontario – however with the advent of the railroad, 

Port Gibson shipping declined. In the 1840s it had extensive docking facilities for the freight boats, passenger packets, and 

combination passenger/freight boats that plied the canal. Port Gibson was also the post office for a small group of Advent believers, 

led by Hiram Edson. (Edson claimed to have experienced a vision of a sanctuary or temple while walking in a cornfield. Google hiram 

edson advent for more information about this… who knew?  

 



The canal is remarkably wide at this point – might be all the rain, might just be wide here.  

 

Welcome to Newark!  

Doug Kent Rose Bowl Lanes is on your right – does anyone know of his success as a bowler? Doug won four majors among his 10 

total PBA titles, and his career PBA earnings total over $1.5 million (through 2012). He has rolled 31 career perfect 300 games in PBA 

competition through the end of the 2008-09 season. Doug Kent was ranked #43 on the PBA's 2008 list of "50 Greatest Players of the 

Last 50 Years." 

As we turn into the village side streets, notice the two identical stone (or are they cast concrete blocks?) houses on West Miller 

Street.  

It was in Newark, NY that Jackson & Perkins Company, famous for its roses, was founded in 1872 by Albert Jackson and his son-in law 

Charles Perkins. The Perkins mansion, now listed on the historic register is operated as Vintage Gardens bed & breakfast. 

 

 

As we turn onto South Main Street, notice the beautiful St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church on the right 

 

The small hamlet of Marbletown is located just south of Newark, NY. The schoolhouse on the left, at the stop sign, built in 1876, was 

a landmark in this rural hamlet and served the area children until it closed its doors in 1947 – when Harry S Truman was President! 

There were nine independent one-room schoolhouses in the area until the schools were consolidated.  

 



 

Here’s a picture of Jackson School in operation:  

 

The Jackson School is rich in history and folklore. The Cobblestone School House was built by Cyrus Jackson, a relative of Andrew 

Jackson, in 1829.   This one-room school house served children in grades 1-8, from 1831 until 1947.  

 

Welcome to Alloway!  

From local Gazeteer 1860:  Alloway,  in the S. part, on Canandaigua Outlet, contains a church, a grist-mill, and 30 houses. The first 

settlement was commenced in 1789, by Nicholas and Wm. Stansell and John Featherly. (3) They settled with their families (12 

persons in all) a half mile S. of the present village of Lyons. They were piloted up the Mohawk (where they had previously settled) and 

by the usual water route, by Wemple, an Indian trader. Charles Williamson, agent of the Pulteney Estate, commenced a settlement at 

Lyons Village in 1794, through Charles Cameron, his local agent.  

Just past Old Pre-Emption Road (anyone know the story of Old Pre-Emption Road, vs. Pre-Emption Road?), note the octagonal 

cobblestone on left. The octagonal building is reputed to have been a blacksmith shop when new. 

  

 

Drive slowly, see another cobblestone on the right – on tour a 

few years ago we learned they always built 2 cobblestone 

buildings in proximity, so that the work could dry from day to 

day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to Marengo!  

Nice little town – see church on left with unusual square steeple set to the side...  

Also there is an Amish farm as you go up the hill (an Amish man waved heartily to me 

when I drove the route in the ‘29) and see a nice cobblestone on the left at the big 

farm…  

Marengo is at the south end of the Marengo Swamp, which is the local name of the 

Galen Marsh. Farming activities and the harvest of forest products have been the 

predominant human uses of the area since the settlement of the area, and remain to 

be viable land uses today. 

The Erie Canal diminished the influence of Marengo, where upon the Montezuma 

Turnpike where 4 horse stages passed daily…    

There’s a nice story here: http://www.waynecountylife.com/2010/04/you-never-

know-what-youll-learn-or-who_19.html  

The canal caused the growth of the Town of Clyde NY, where we’ll stop for gas – you 

need at least half a tank if you’re going to skip filling up here…   

The village of Clyde, formerly known as Blockhouse and Lauraville, was named by 

Andrew McNab from its similarity to his homeland near the Clyde River in Scotland. 

This was incorporated by state law on May 2, 1835. 

Clyde became one of the leading villages in the area. The value of farm produce was 

doubled by the low cost of transportation and merchandise was greatly reduced in price due to the same. An inexhaustible market 

was opened for farmers. 120 boats could pass through the locks in 24 hours. As the Erie passes across town, incorporating part of 

the Clyde River due to the renovation of 1909 it left behind remnants of the Old Erie Canal. 

The Rochester-Syracuse Railroad was organized on August 1, 1850 and it was on November 11, 1852 the first locomotive entered 

Clyde from the east. This was accomplished through much discussion and work by citizens. The first passenger train with a fare of 75 

cents from here to Syracuse passed .The freight office and depot were constructed in 1853 then the depot was taken down in 1885 

and replaced with a brick depot in 1886. Both buildings were razed in 1962. 

 

The railroad stop in Clyde was a wood and water stop. Steam engines required both to operate. Clyde was chosen as it is half way 

between Rochester and Syracuse. 

The most notable happening was when President Elect Lincoln’s train stopped in Clyde February 18, 1861 at 8:41 Sunday morning on 

his way to the inauguration. The funeral train also traveled through Clyde on its way back to Springfield, Illinois. 

The First Industries in the village were the grist mills and several asheries. By the year 1830 Clyde flourished with seven dry goods 

stores, ten groceries, four hotels, two drug stores a glass factory, two lawyers, an insurance office, a printing office and newspaper, 

two saddle and harness makers, two hatters, two gristmills, a saw mill, a wool carderone cloth dresser, two physicians, two milliners, 

five shoemakers, two blacksmiths, three tailors, two tanners, four storage and forwarders, six painters, twelve carpenters, four 

masons, a cabinet maker, two distilleries, one wheelwright, three coopers, and upwards of 200 homes. By 1845 the population was 

around 1,400. 

 

As we drive through Butler and South Butler… I wonder what folks out here do for a living?  

A little research points out that the Butler Correctional Facility, a New York State medium security prison, was located in the 

northeastern part of town near the hamlet of Westbury. It closed on July 26, 2014… which explains some of the poverty that we see.  

(No, the fenced area we drove by is not the Correctional Facility – we have no idea what that is! 

 

Welcome to Red Creek!  

The village was permanently settled around 1811 and was originally called "Jacksonville" after Andrew Jackson. The name was 

changed to "Red Creek" around 1836. 

Local lore explains the origin of the name Red Creek. At one time, a tannery occupied the spot on the North side of the falls. As part 

of the tanning process, dye was used to tan skins. Dye was disposed of in the creek flowing from the falls, coloring it red. A portion 

of the tannery's foundation can still be seen in the spot where the Pit Stop currently sits. 

An alternative explanation: Originally, Big Red and Little Red Creeks were believed to be named from the water’s color, which was 

tainted from passing over iron ore that richly runs throughout the water bed. Both major and lesser creeks were originally fed from 

Mud Creek, which was later transformed into the Erie Canal. 

The village was incorporated in 1852. In 1874 most of the business district was consumed by fire.

As we drive out of town, there’s an old railroad station on the right… and as we turn left onto Dry Bridge Road, look up and to the 

right to see a fine collection of tractors.  

Continuing our drive, we come to Martville. A little digging turned up this story about Sterling NY, which includes Martville:  

http://www.waynecountylife.com/2010/04/you-never-know-what-youll-learn-or-who_19.html
http://www.waynecountylife.com/2010/04/you-never-know-what-youll-learn-or-who_19.html


The red sandstone is well exposed in the bottom of the creek at Sterling Center, and in its sides, extending along the creek a mile 

south, the mass exposed being twenty-five feet thick. It appears again in the road near the place formerly owned by Robert Hume, 

about two and one-half miles from Sterling Center, and four from Martville; also at the quarry between Martville and Hannibalville, 

where it is of two kinds, the hard and variegated, which shows the diagonal structure, and the more coarse and friable, of a darker 

color. The red sandstone is geologically the lowest rock of New York which contains brine springs of sufficient purity and quantity to 

be manufactured into salt. From this fact and its red color it was for a long time confounded with the red shale of the Onondaga salt 

group. At Sterling Center a brine spring rises by the side of the creek, through a fissure in the sandstone; another exists a mile 

further south, and a third near Little Sodus Bay. The salt from all these springs was said to have had a sharper taste than common 

salt, owing probably to a more soluble muriate with an earthy base. 

Conglomerate appears at Bentley's quarry and at the farm formerly owned by Robert Hume, both previously referred to. In the 

former locality it is a light greenish-gray, fine-grained sandstone, in places mottled with green shale, and in a few places with reddish 

purple spots of ferruginous shale. It was quarried for the mill at Martville, the thickness excavated being four or five feet. The latter 

locality was opened for Wolcott furnace an iron which is highly valued for various purposes, especially for castings ; and when mixed 

with other ores, it greatly improves their quality. 

Who Knew?  

 

Welcome to Dan and Ellen Hillicut’s place in Hannibal NY!  

Wondering about Hannibal NY’s history? Here’s a glimpse:  

In 1788, the State of New York purchased most of the lands of the Onondaga and Oneida Indians (all except for some small 

reservations). A good portion of this land became part of the Military Tract which was set aside for the purpose of making land 

grants to veterans of the Revolutionary War.  

The Military Tract was divided into townships of 100 lots of 640 acres each. Robert Harper, then NY Assistant Secretary of State, was 

schooled in the classics and drew upon this background when he provided names for the towns. For instance, Cato was a Roman 

statesman, Lysander was a Spartan general and of course, Hannibal was a great Carthaginian general.  

Several prominent Hannibal residents were involved in the Underground Railroad. During the Civil War approximately 400 men (the 

majority of Hannibal's young male adults) fought for the Union cause. In 1872, the Lake Ontario Shore Railroad was constructed 

passing through Hannibal. In the heyday of the railroad, as many as seven passenger trains and 10 to 15 freight trains passed 

through Hannibal daily. Carloads of dairy products, fruits, bricks, barrels, and cheese boxes produced in Hannibal were shipped to 

market by rail. Arriving passengers could rent rooms at the American House, now known as the Hannibal Hotel. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyoswego/towns/hannibal/briefhistory.html   

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyoswego/towns/hannibal/briefhistory.html


2. Friday, June 12 

a. Breakfast at the hotel  

b. 8:30am – depart for John D. Murray Firefighter’s Museum 

35 East Cayuga Street, Oswego NY 315-343-0999;  Brian Conzone, 315-529-1393 cell 

c. 9:30am – Depart for Speedway  

d. 10:30am – Depart for Maritime Museum, 1 West First Street, Oswego, NY 13126;  

315-342-0480  

i. Informal self-tour the museum (which includes 2-3 smaller ships), and / or  

ii. Tall Ships will be there that day, can be toured, separate fee.  

iii. Alternative: Cup Cakers in Oswego, if you get tired of the museums… great cupcakes and either coffee or 

espresso drinks  

172 W 1st St, Oswego, NY 13126.  

e. 12:15 – Depart for Lunch at Rudy’s  

f. 12:30 – Lunch @ Rudy’s Lakeside Drive In, 78 County Route 89, Oswego, NY 13126; (315) 343-2671 

g. 1:30 – Depart for Fort Ontario / Safe Haven Museum – gas at Fastrac on the way  

i. Park near Fort entrance  

ii. Tour one or both on your own, be ready to depart at 4pm 

h. 4pm – Depart for Skyler Hotel  

i. 5:30ish – Arrive, get settled 

j. 6:15pm – Walk to Dinner @ 1060 Restaurant, 1060 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY 13210 -> 315-476-9000  

http://1060restaurant.com/  

 

 

Today we’ll enjoy some history, ideally get out onto the track, and enjoy some beautiful countryside.  

First, a little about Oswego… The British established a trading post in the area in 1722 and fortified it with a log palisade later called 

Fort Oswego. The first fortification on the site of the current Fort Ontario was built by the British in 1755 and called the "Fort of the 

Six Nations." 

Fort Ontario was destroyed by the French upon capturing it in the Battle of Fort Oswego, during the French and Indian War. 

Construction of a second British fort began on the same site in 1759, but Fort Oswego was only used as a cannon emplacement. 

During the American Revolution, the British abandoned the Fort, and in 1778, American troops destroyed it. In 1782, the British 

reoccupied Fort Ontario, and didn't forfeit it to the U.S. until 1796, thirteen years after the cessation of hostilities in the Revolution. 

During the War of 1812, a weaker American garrison at Fort Oswego was overwhelmed by superior British forces, in order to stem 

the flow of supplies from the interior of New York State. Throughout the 19th Century, the U.S. military maintained a presence at 

Fort Ontario. 

Development of the fort as a historic site began in 1949, which included the "Safe Haven Museum" which we’ll visit today). The 

current fort was built between 1839 and 1844. By 1901, the old fort was abandoned – and today, Fort Ontario is being restored to its 

1867-1872 appearance. 

Oswego is home to the Port of Oswego and once was a major railroad hub for several major railroads: the New York Central Railroad 

(NYC), the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad (DL&W), and the New York, Ontario and Western Railway (OW) railways. 

Both railways operated a coal trestle for fueling steamships at the Port of Oswego. Former NYC and DL&W passenger stations 

remain, as does a NYC freight station.  

Our first stop in Oswego is the Firefighter’s Museum, and then we head to the Speedway…  

The Oswego Speedway (nicknamed "The Steel Palace") was built in 1951 and today is an asphalt race track. The track is the Labor 

Day Weekend home of the 200-lap, non-wing, big-block supermodified Budweiser Classic and Race of Champions. Total seating is =/- 

10,000. The oval" track surface is not truly an oval, but is more of a "four-corner" track. Banking is about thirteen degrees. 

Owned and operated for more than four decades by the Caruso family, the "Big O" is 

now owned and operated by Eric and John Torrese. The modern supermodified car 

is a front-engine / rear-drive vehicle with a truck-block engine mounted on the left 

side of the chassis to maximize kinetic force for left turns on the 5/8-mile, asphalt 

track. The normally aspirated, fuel-injected engines make 900 or more horsepower, 

or one horsepower or more for each two pounds of weight (1800-lb. minimum). 

Save for the roll cage extension, the cars may be no more than 36 inches high. Most 

cars have wedge-shaped bodywork to provide downforce. The fastest non-wing 

supermodifieds are capable of circling the track in less than 16.5 seconds, averaging 

better than 136 miles per hour in the process. 

http://1060restaurant.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asphalt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_track
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_of_Champions_(Modified)


  

The fastest winged supermodifieds are capable of lapping the track in the low 15-second range at average speeds of 150 miles per 

hour, generating gravity forces of 4.0 and up. 

WOW.  

After the Speedway, we head to the Maritime Museum where the tug Nash, one of the few remaining US Army vessels from the 

Normandy Landings, can be visited … there is a great little museum, plus several ships to check out. Here’s what things looked like 

when we first visited:  

 

 

After the Maritime Museum we head Rudy’s for lunch, and then over to Fort Oswego and the Safe Haven Museum. What a 

remarkable story:  

Fort Oswego / Fort Ontario: Fort Oswego was an important frontier post for British traders in the 18th century. A trading post was 

established in 1722 with a log palisade, and New York governor William Burnet ordered a fort built at the site in 1727. The log 

palisade fort established a British presence on the Great Lakes. During the French and Indian War, this fort was captured and 

destroyed by the French in 1756. The site is now included in the city of Oswego, New York. 

 

Many historic references to Fort Oswego actually refer to other forts that existed simultaneously or later. The terrain at the site 

explains this. The original fort was built around the trading post on the lower ground on the north west side of the mouth of the 

Oswego River. This was convenient to canoe and bateaux traffic. A stone blockhouse was added in 1727, and was called Fort Burnet. 

A triangular stone wall, ten feet (3 m) high and three feet (1 m) wide was added in 1741, and the entire enclosure was called Fort 

Pepperrell (a marker can be found designating the area of Fort Oswego on the north west side of the river along a sidewalk). Besides 

these expansions, Fort Ontario was started in 1755 as a palisade on the high ground on the north east side of the river, and Fort 

George was added to the bluff located a half mile (800 m) to the southwest from Fort Oswego. To confuse matters further, Fort 

George was also called Fort Rascal or the West Fort. Fort Ontario was also known as the Fort of the Six Nations or the East Fort. The 

French knew Fort Oswego as Fort Chouaguen. Some references to Fort Oswego refer to the entire complex. Except for the marker in 

Oswego, nothing is left of Fort Oswego itself. 

During the French and Indian War, the French commander, General Montcalm, arrived in August with 3,000 men. His force included 

3 regiments of regulars, several companies of Canadian militia, and numerous Indians. He first captured Fort Ontario, then began the 

assault on Fort Oswego. Oswego was the stronger fortification, but it was now downhill from 120 cannons in the abandoned Fort 

Ontario. Montcalm swept the fort with cannon fire, killing the British commander, Colonel Mercer, in the bombardment. British 

forces were forced to surrender on August 15, 1756. 



Montcalm gave much of the British supplies to his Indian allies, and destroyed the fort. He returned to Quebec in triumph with 1,700 

prisoners. His actions made a strong impression on the Indian allies of the British, and caused Oneida and the Seneca tribes to switch 

to the French side. 

The site was used for shore batteries in the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 (when it was subjected to a British raid), but was 

never again fortified. Revolutionary War references to Fort Oswego are actually referring to Fort Ontario. The original site is 

commemorated at West First and Lake Street in Oswego, New York. Fort George was located in what is now Montcalm Park. Fort 

Ontario was maintained irregularly throughout the 19th and 20th Century as a military base and is currently open as a state historic 

site.  

Fort Ontario is located on the east side of the Oswego River on high ground overlooking Lake Ontario. 

Fort Ontario was one of several forts erected by the British to protect the area around the east end of Lake Ontario. The original Fort 

Ontario was erected in 1755, during the French and Indian War in order to bolster defenses already in place at Fort Oswego on the 

opposite side of the river. At that time its name was the "Fort of the Six Nations," but the fort was destroyed by French forces and 

rebuilt by British forces in 1759. 

At the conclusion of Pontiac's War, Chief Pontiac urged moderation and agreed to travel to New York, where he made a formal 

treaty with William Johnson at Fort Ontario on July 25, 1766. 

The Safe Haven Museum is dedicated to keeping alive the stories of the 982 refugees from World War II who were allowed into the 

United States as "guests" of President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  

These refugees were housed at Fort Ontario in Oswego, New 

York, from August 1944 until February 1946.  These folks were 

placed in Fort Oswego, behind barbed wire, given no official 

status, and were told they would be returned to their 

homelands after the war, and would have no rights as 

regards entering the US.  

As a result of political pressure, at war's end they were 

allowed to stay. 

Background: Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, fighting a World War in Europe and Asia, 

decided to open havens for Jewish refugees, people in Europe 

driven from their homes by the Nazi regime. Britain would open four in the Middle East, France would open two in North Africa, and 

the United States would open one. The United States haven opened in August 1944 in Oswego, in buildings that housed a former 

Army training station next to Fort Ontario.  

 

As we head west and south to get to Syracuse, we’ll head through several towns, and enjoy some great scenery as well…  

 

Welcome to Volney 

The Town of Volney was formed from part of the Town of Mexico in 1806. The original name of the town was Fredericksburgh, 

which was changed to Volney in 1811. The town was named after a French author Constantin François de Chassebœuf, comte de 

Volney who toured the area in 1808. Volney was a French philosopher, abolitionist, historian, orientalist, and politician. He was at 

first surnamed Boisgirais after his father's estate, but afterwards assumed the name of Volney (which he had created as a 

contraction of Voltaire and Ferney).  

Of note: Sometime during Volney’s stay in the United States, he and Thomas Jefferson entered into a secret arrangement whereby 

Jefferson agreed to translate Volney’s Ruins of Empires into English. Volney visited Monticello for two weeks during June of 1796. 

Jefferson, then Vice President under John Adams, appreciated the book’s central theme – that empires rise if government allows 

enlightened self-interest to flourish. This theme, Jefferson believed, represented an excellent summary of the Enlightenment-based 

principles upon which the U.S. was founded. However, Jefferson insisted that his translation be published only for certain readers, 

due to the book’s controversial religious content. Jefferson was preparing to make a bid for the Presidency of the United States in 

1800; he was worried his Federalist opponents would attack him as an atheist, if it were known he translated Volney’s supposedly-

heretical book.  

With the power of the Oswego River forming the west boundary for Volney, industry quickly sprang up: sawmills, flour mills, and 

starch mills.  During the 1800’s there were six mills erected with various runs of stone, grinding and storage capacity:  Genesee Mills, 

Riverside Mills, Volney Mills, Fulton Mills, Farmer’s Mills and Oswego River Mills. One such had a storage capacity of one hundred 

thousand bushels.   

Still the backbones of the town were the farmers who raised crops and had a few head of cattle.  There were at least seven cheese 

factories; Volney Cheese Factory, Smith, Battle Island Cheese Factory, Loomis, Druce at North Volney, G. Tremble at Bristol Hill, and 

Isaac Hales at Mt. Pleasant.  Many times the family would live above or in other rooms in the factory. 

The farmers were many and strong.  As a force and social life they joined and organized the first Grange in the township at Ingall’s 

Crossing in March, 1874.  It was to be known as the Volney Grange #165.  In 1876 the hall was built and said to be the oldest in the 

state and fourth oldest in the country.   



For more about Volney: 

http://www.townofvolney.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=48&Itemid=67  

 

Welcome to Phoenix!  

The village of Phoenix is a canal community rich with 19th century history and character, located within the Town of Schroeppel in 

southern Oswego County, NY. Lock 1 of the Oswego Canal, on the Oswego River, is located within the Village limits. From 1750 to 

1763, critical events in the French and Indian War can be linked to the Oswego River and surrounding waterways. British troops 

erected a small fort to protect ammunition and other supplies at the junction of the Oneida, Seneca, and Oswego Rivers, which is 

known as Three Rivers Point south of Phoenix. Eventually, the troops traveled along the Oswego River and past what is now the 

Village of Phoenix as they made their way to Fort Ontario. 

In addition to its role in the French and Indian War, the Oswego River system has always served as a critical connection between the 

Atlantic Ocean and the Great Lakes. When the Erie Canal was completed in 1825, commercial shipping opportunities in New York 

State were limitless. The Oswego River system was then canalized and locks and dams were constructed to allow commercial 

shipping from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes via the New York State Canal System. With the marked success of the canal 

system, Hamlets and Villages were created alongside the canal. In 1846, the Village of Phoenix was incorporated. It was primarily an 

industrial hub, focused on the manufacturing of goods and services to be shipped along the canal to westernmost locations. 

 

Welcome to Liverpool – more on this Saturday!  

And then…  

Welcome to Syracuse!   

http://www.townofvolney.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=48&Itemid=67


3. Saturday, June 13  

a. Breakfast at the hotel – there is a nearby place Café Kubal and a Starbucks, both in walking distance, if you want other 

options  

b. 8:30am depart for Syracuse Farmer’s Market  

c. 8:45-10:00 Syracuse Farmer’s Market  

d. 10:15 leave for Int’l Puppet Museum, 518 Prospect Avenue, Syracuse (315) 476-0466 

e. 10:30 arrive puppet Museum – Confirmed with Andrea 5/28 

i. Park in gravel lot on left BEFORE Ash Street. Enter the side door – on Ash Street.  

f. 11:30 depart for Syracuse “Walking Tour” (we’ll drive some of it too) 

g. Syracuse Drive the Walking Tour for a bit – plus Geocache!  

h. Park and either Walk the neighborhood a bit, or eat then walk – people’s choice  

i. 12:30  LUNCH: Kitty Hoynes, 301 West Fayette Street, Syracuse NY  http://www.kittyhoynes.com/  

j. 2pm-ish Depart for Onondaga Park, plus Salt Museum and hanging out in lawn chairs  

k. 2:15-4:15pm: Salt Museum, try some Geocacheing (?) and enjoy the Park  

l. 4:15pm, depart for hotel 

m. 4:30-5:15, hang out at hotel for a little R&R 

n. 5:45 leave for DINNER – Alto Cinco, 526 Westcott Street, Syracuse, NY 13210 (5-7 minute drive) http://altocinco.net/   

315-422-6399  

 

Today is a day to explore Syracuse, our largest neighbor to the east.  

 

A little about Syracuse’s history:  

Onondaga Lake has figured prominently in our region’s history, and we also learn that the salt production was a matter of national 

security – even exempting people from military service!  

As we head back out to Liverpool and the Onondaga Lake area, there’s a chance to learn…  

This area is the place that the British first met Native Americans in this area, starting in about the mid-1600s! At the invitation of the 

Onondaga Nation, one of the five members of the Iroquois confederacy, a group of Jesuit priests, soldiers, and coureurs des bois 

(including Pierre Esprit Radisson, one of the founders of the Hudson’s bay Company) set up a mission, known as Saint Marie Among 

the Iroquois 

Along the shore of Onondaga Lake is a recreation of the Saint Marie Among the Iroquois mission … Onondaga Eagle inside the 

Skanonh CenterLake is one of the most important places for the founding of the Haudenosaunee, or “People of the Longhouse” with 

the coming together of the Peacemaker, Hiawatha and the Tadodaho thousands of years ago.  For these reasons it is a sacred place 

for the Haudenosaunee.  The Onondaga Nation, who are the Central Fire of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (Mohawk, Oneida, 

Onondaga, Cayuga, Tuscarora and Seneca Nations) remain among the last sovereign Indigenous peoples in the U.S., if not the World, 

who still govern themselves by their ancient ceremonial Longhouse practices.  As such, the “Great Law of Peace” has been 

continuously active from time immemorial until today.  This tradition is reflected in the living community of the Onondaga Nation. 

http://www.skanonhcenter.org/  

“The Salt City” – Jesuit missionaries visiting the Syracuse region in the mid 1600s reported salty brine springs around the southern 

end of "Salt Lake", known today as Onondaga Lake. The 1788 Treaty of Fort Stanwix, and the subsequent designation of the area by 

the state of New York as the Onondaga Salt Springs Reservation provided the basis for commercial salt production from the late 

1700s through the early 1900s; brine from wells that tapped into halite (common salt) beds in the Salina shale near Tully, New York, 

15 miles south of the city were developed in the 19th century. It is the north flowing brine from Tully that is the source of salt for the 

"salty springs" found along the shoreline of Onondaga lake. The rapid development of this industry in the 18th and 19th centuries 

led to the nicknaming of Syracuse as "The Salt City.”  

The original settlement went through several name changes, first being called Salt Point (1780), then Webster's Landing (1786), 

Bogardus Corners (1796), Milan (1809), South Salina (1812), Cossits’ Corners (1814), and Corinth (1817). The USPS rejected the name 

Corinth upon its application for a post office, stating there was already a post office by this name in New York. Because of similarities 

such as a salt industry and a neighboring village named Salina, the name Syracuse was chosen, after Syracuse, Sicily. 

The opening of the canal caused a steep increase in the sale of salt, not simply because of the improved and lower cost of 

transportation, but because the canal led New York farms to change from wheat to pork, and curing pork required salt. Until 1900 

the bulk of the salt used in the United States came from Syracuse. As salt production climbed, the processing became increasingly 

mechanized, and local industry became more generalized; 

Ernest Solvay. In 1861, he developed the ammonia-soda process for the manufacture of soda ash, and over time the Syracuse Solvay 

plant was the incubator for a large chemical industry complex owned by Allied Signal in Syracuse, the result of which made 

Onondaga Lake the most polluted in the nation. 

Syracuse became an active center for the abolitionist movement, due in large part to the influence of Gerrit Smith and an allied 

group mostly associated with the Unitarian Church and their pastor The Rev. Samuel May in Syracuse, as well as with Quakers in 

Skaneateles, supported by abolitionists in other congregations. Prior to the Civil War, due to the work of Jermain Wesley Loguen and 

others in defiance of federal law, Syracuse was known as the "great central depot on the Underground Railroad". 

http://www.kittyhoynes.com/
http://altocinco.net/
http://www.skanonhcenter.org/


Throughout the late 1800s and early 1900s, many businesses were established, including the Franklin Automobile Company, (the 

first air-cooled engine in the world), the Century Motor Vehicle Company; and the Craftsman Workshops, the center of Gustav 

Stickley's handmade furniture empire. Syracuse University was chartered in 1870 as a Methodist-Episcopal institution. 

WW II sparked industrial expansion: specialty steel, fasteners, custom machining. After the war, General Motors & Chrysler had 

major operations in the area. Syracuse was headquarters for Carrier Corporation, Crouse-Hinds traffic signal manufacturing, and 

General Electric had its main television manufacturing plant at Electronics Parkway in Syracuse.  

Enjoy some additional detail in the Walking Tour guide book…  

 

CNY Regional Market: The market has been at its current location since 1942… you can see the trains used to pull up to the door…  

 

 

The International Puppet Museum is housed in "The Castle" on the corner of North Salina Street, Ash Street and Prospect Avenue 

was built in 1890 by Charles L. Hoffman, President of the National Brewing Company, as an enchanting Victorian home for his family. 

Over the years The Castle has been a home filled with the laughter of children and a place of gracious entertainment. It has also 

been a fraternal lodge, a union hall, and community arts center. 

Hoffman specified that the building be a one-third scale reconstruction of a 

castle on the Neckar River in his native Germany. The original cost of the 

project was $75,000, a princely sum in those days. 

Hoffman was to live only a few years in his beautiful home. His widow, 

Augusta, lived there for a decade after his death.  

During the War years, the house sat empty, and in the 1950's, 1960's and 

1970's, it was a Veterans of Foreign Wars Post, headquarters for the UAW Local 

854 and the Italian War Veterans Post. Bobby Kennedy addressed a crowd from 

the steps of the castle when he was a U.S. Senator. 

Serious restoration work began in 1983 when the Grace Baptist Church 

purchased the property, and then In 1990, Bonnie Campbell-Cefalo purchased 

the castle to house a bridal shop. She continued the restoration by uncovering 

the inlaid wood floors and the original painted ceiling. She also restored the 

woodwork and commissioned local artist Rose Viviano to create the stunning 

stained glass windows on the staircase and next to the fireplace in the front 

hallway. Open Hand Theater assumed stewardship in 1999. 

  



4. Sunday, June 14 

a. Breakfast at the hotel  

b. 8:30am depart for the day 

i. Outbound from Syracuse, some big old beautiful homes 

ii. Stop for gas at Nice N Easy at corner of Cedarvale Road and Route 175 

iii. Head down Cedarvale Road – route and story 

c. ~10:15am, arrive at Lockwood Lavender Farm – wander a bit, enjoy the lavender and views  

d. 11am, depart Lockwood 

e. 11:40, arrive Elderberry Pond organic farm, brief tour  http://www.elderberrypond.com/index.html,  

3712 Center Street Road, Auburn NY, 315-252-6025  

f. 12:15pm, arrive Elderberry Pond restaurant, enjoy lunch  

g. 2pm-ish, depart for home 

h. 4pm, back in Victor NY or wherever your plans will take you…  

 

Heading out of town, we will see some of the grand old homes of Syracuse, although not all are grand any more… there’s been some 

good restoration / neighborhood recovery efforts happening.  

Welcome to Split Rock: The Solvay Process Company developed quarry operations here, delivering limestone used for the Solvay 

process by a remarkable elevated conveyor to the industrial plant at Solvay, New York. During World War I, Split Rock was the site of 

a munitions factory which exploded on July 2, 1918, killing at least 50. Following the war the site ceased production of war materials, 

but was used for a time as a State Department of Transportation maintenance and parking facility supporting DOT operations in the 

Central New York area. That role ceased in the mid-1980s. Today the area has largely reverted to natural growth, but retains ruins, 

including man-made tunnels as well as natural limestone caves. 

Welcome to “13 Curves of Cedarvale Road” After our gas stop, we’ll head down a windy stretch of road with a ghostly reputation… 

following is one account:  

Over sixty years ago, a brutal, terrifying car accident occurred on Cedarvale Road, in Onondonga, New York, just ten miles southwest 

of Syracuse. Since that fateful day some six decades ago, it has been said that the road, which is known better by its nickname, “13 

Curves,” has been haunted by the souls of those who died in this tragic accident. 

The most popular legend says that the car accident involved a newly married couple, who were negotiating the road on their 

wedding night. While coming around one of the thirteen curves of Cedarvale Road, the car veered out of control, off of the road, and 

into a nearby creek. The impact killed the bride and groom instantly. Since that day, travelers on Cedarvale Road have seen the 

ghostly image of a bride with glowing eyes, who is sometimes covered in blood, and who is sometimes carrying a glowing orange 

lantern, wandering the curves of the road. In some instances, the bride simply stands on the hills along the road, or walks along its 

shoulder. At other times, she seems more vindictive, leaping towards cars, causing their unsuspecting drivers to crash their vehicles. 

 

The road is really dark, windy, and desolate. When there are no other cars on the road, you really feel like you’re in the heart of 

darkness. I’ve taken many trips down the road, and something seems off about the place––even when nothing has happened. I have 

been forced into admitting that there is something just generally creepy going on there. Fortunately for me, things have happened 

beyond those general ill feelings––things that boggled even my very cynical mind. 

One time, while home for Christmas break from college, I brought a friend down the road…while making our way around the sixth 

curve, a dim glowing white shape appeared in the road ahead of us. It slowly made its way from the left side of the road to the right. 

When it got right in the middle of the road, it stopped and turned towards us. It was about the height of an average woman, but it 

was not very well defined––it was more of a staticy blur than a clear image. It did have a red glow up near where the head would 

approximately be on a human being. 

I slowed the car to a near halt, amazed at what I was seeing. “Do you––“ I started to ask. 

“Yeah, this is nuts,” my friend responded before I could even finish the question. 

Just after our exchange, the shape darted to the right, off the side of the road, disappearing. We hightailed it out of there. My long 

held belief that 13 Curves was one of the few legitimately haunted spots in this area had been proven correct.   

Welcome to Lockwood Lavender Farm: Lockwood Lavender Farm is a 120 acre flower and fiber farm tucked in the hillside 

overlooking Skaneateles Lake in the Finger Lakes region of New York and the home of the Finger Lakes Lavender Festival.  

Established in 1854 the farm has been in the Lockwood Family for five generations. 

Lavender is a member of the mint family and has become more popular for aromatherapy, crafts and culinary uses since it was 

named “Herb of the Year” in 1999 by the International Herb Association.   There are over 30 species of Lavandula, with cultivars 

numbering in the hundreds. Lavender oil is a staple of the cosmetics and industrial fragrance industries. Lavender has long been 

used to repel moths and to enhance the aroma of rooms, closets, and linens. For centuries, lavender was a staple herb in many 

kitchens, and its culinary popularity is returning. As a sedative and disinfectant, the medicinal uses of lavender are well 

known.  Finally, what would a cottage garden be without beautiful and fragrant lavender? 

Welcome to Elderberry Pond: Elderberry Pond is a Certified Organic Farm, Farm Store and Fine Dining Restaurant near Skaneateles. 

We produce a wide variety of fruits, vegetables, herbs and cut flowers on 36 acres of tillable land, and we also produce meats from 

heritage pigs and chickens, which are fed all natural antibiotic free grains and organic produce from the farm.   We pride ourselves 

http://www.elderberrypond.com/index.html


on offering fruit and vegetable varieties known for their culinary qualities. For example, we grow over 100 varieties of apples 

including some specifically for baking and others for sweet and hard cider production. 

Welcome to Throop! Named for Governor Enos Throop, the area was used for hunting by the Cayuga people. Throop was within the 

Central New York Military Tract, reserved for war veterans. Settlement began around 1790, and the town of Throop was formed in 

1859 from parts of the towns of Aurelius, Mentz, and Sennett. Throop is best known for the wide variety of colorful houses found 

throughout its various neighborhoods. These colors can range anywhere from a muted taupe to a bronzed eggshell. 

There is a remarkable amount of detail here about Throop, this site has similar entries for most of the small towns we drive through: 

http://history.rays-place.com/ny/cayu-throop-ny.htm  

As we head for home down Turnpike Road, you’ll see a few new things… after we go through Throop, about 6-7 miles down the 

road, on the left is the Happy Bee Heirloom Farm… this is a unique educational project that produces chemical free local produce 

year around.  

Located in Aurelius just west of Auburn this effort on 30 acres of former cornfield, it is creating a model for profitable intensive 

sustainable agriculture and wildlife habitat restoration. The heart of Happy Bee's effort is three energy efficient green houses where 

winter greens, herbs and tomatoes are being grown. Seasonal market gardens supply warm weather foods. 

You might notice we drive right through Oaks Corners… I think we all know a bit about that area  We can see here that Nathan 

Oaks is famous, as a plate of his homestead is in a published book:  

 

http://www.burrcook.com/history/ontario/oaks.htm 

Rather handsome, wouldn’t you say?  

Enjoy the rest of your ride home…  

http://history.rays-place.com/ny/cayu-throop-ny.htm
http://www.burrcook.com/history/ontario/oaks.htm

