
Watkins Glen Model A Club Tour – May 16-18, 2014  Dave Vanable cell: 585-615-6250 

RETURN home on Sunday  

1. Head out the Inn toward Division St      194 ft 

2. Turn right onto Division St.       0.1 mi 

3. Take the 2nd right, at Stop Sign, onto Steuben St.    0.1 mi 

4. Continue onto W 4th St.         0.6 mi 

5. Continue through the light onto NY-414 N     1.1 mi 

As we travel through town, notice the park on the right and all the churches beyond…  

The village of Watkins Glen was incorporated in 1842 as Salubria, then “Jefferson”, but was renamed Watkins after 

Dr. Samuel Watkins, for his contributions to the community. The current name Watkins Glen was adopted in 1926. The 

first settlement of European peoples in the area began circa 1800. Watkins Glen was the northern terminus of the 

Chemung Canal, connecting Seneca Lake to the Chemung River. Catherine Creek, flowing into the lake through the 

village, was used to help create the canal.  

Just past the park, on the left notice the Cargill salt plant – in Schuyler County, salt was discovered as hopeful gas and 

oil companies drilled for their valued product. That surprise mineral found instead keeps two refining companies 

operating today. Located 1,800 or more feet below the ground’s surface, a very large salt vein, which includes the 

Watkins Glen mines, sit on the Appalachian Basin. This is all that remains of a sea that once covered parts of New 

York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Ontario, Canada. Evaporated salt is extracted from underground deposits lying 

anywhere from 500 to 2,800 feet beneath the surface. Fresh water is forced down a shaft, which dissolves the salt 

inside the deposit. The saturated water, called brine, is pumped back up to the surface where the water is removed 

through a heat process in a vacuum evaporator.  

Then continue to look left for a beautiful lake view 

6. Head up hill, enjoy lake view, get in left lane and turn left toward NY-414 N 9.8 mi 

Go ~1.5 miles, see sign for “people crossing highway” and slow down – we’re going to pull off to the right – tiny 

parking spots – for a quick view of beautiful Hector Falls! We saw this yesterday from the other side of the lake…  

 

http://www.gowaterfalling.com/waterfalls/images/full/ny/vhectorfalls2.jpg


Go ~3 miles – see junkyard on right – need any Volvo parts?  

Pass Finger Lakes Distilling – fun place, a bit too early to stop though! (Dick Barrett’s competition)…  

Go ~1 mile, just past JR Dill Winery, look right to see The Art Barn – a craft gallery that looks great, not open for 

season yet though…  

Next, look left – wow, what a view!  

Go ~ 1 mile, look right to see Hector Ranger Station for Finger Lakes Forest… more on the forest later 

Just ahead on the left is the Stone Cat Café – YUM! Didn’t work out this time… Organic regional cuisine and deck side 

dining overlooking Seneca Lake. We like life in Hector and enjoy waking people up to vibrant, fun food that is grown 

organically and sustainably. 

Welcome to Hector! Nice country First Presbyterian church on left.  

 

Pass Hector Wine Country, @ curve see nice Victorian with green gingerbread – my kind of house and view!  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a7/First_Presbyterian_Church_of_Hector%2C_Hector%2C_NY.JPG


Welcome to Valois! See steeple on the horizon – this is for the North Hector Baptist Church – nice stained glass over 

the doorway, no time today though! Originally constituted in 1821, this building was built in 1867.  

 

8. Just before the town, almost come to stop – sharp right onto Co Rd 1/Searsburg Rd. 0.2 mi 

9. Turn left to stay on Co Rd 1/Searsburg Rd.     8.2 mi 

Up we go, up up up. We’re in the Finger Lakes National Forest, 16,259 acres. The Finger Lakes National Forest (FLNF) is 

the only national forest in New York State, and the only public land that has had an explicit philosophy of multiple use. 

Between 1890 and the Great Depression, over 1 million acres (4000 km²) of farmland was abandoned in south central 

New York State. In the 1930s it was recognized that farmers in many parts of the country could no longer make a 

living from their exhausted land. Environmental damage was occurring as they cultivated the land more and more 

intensively to make ends meet. Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act of 1937 created the Resettlement Administration… 

Between 1938 and 1941, over 100 farms were purchased by the Federal Government in the area now in the National 

Forest. Because this was done on a willing-seller, willing-buyer basis, the resulting Federal ownership resembled a 

patchwork quilt. This was especially true in the Seneca County end of the Forest, where soils were more productive, 

and some families elected to stay.  

In 1982, the Federal land management agencies were directed to identify isolated parcels of federal land that could be 

sold without significantly affecting the resource base or public service. The intent was to dispose of lands that were 

inefficient to manage, and to generate revenue. The Hector Land Use Area was one parcel studied for possible 

disposal under this "Assets Management" program. When public meetings were held to evaluate this idea, there was 



strong local support for continued federal ownership. Local and regional citizens had come to depend on Hector for 

wood products, forage, recreation, and other benefits. Because of this public support, Congress enacted legislation to 

make it a permanent part of the National Forest System 

Today it is a mix of second growth woodland, pasture and lots which are in a transition from pasture-to-woodland. 

The cellar holes, stone walls, artifacts, and other material evidence of the former residents of this area are an 

unwritten reminder and historical record of their lives. They are protected by Federal Law. There are a number of 

archaeological sites on lands managed by the Finger Lakes National Forest, most from the post-Revolutionary period. 

OK, Up some more… at the crest (Potomac Road) we are at 1650’above sea level – lake’s edge is at 500’  

At Vesa Road, Welcome to Steamburg! How did this get its name? No idea…  

Ahead on the left see Starlite Speedway on the left: Go-kart racing! How old are those drivers?  

 

Next look right to see a picturesque McCormick Deering tractor…  

 

McCormick-Deering was never actually a “company” itself, but the trademark name of a line of tractors and farm 

machinery manufactured by the International Harvester Co. Between the mid-1880s and 1902, a vicious battle known 

as “the Harvester Wars” was waged on America’s grain fields. The farm equipment manufacturer’s capacity to build 

harvesting machines far exceeded demand, so sales representatives of the two giants, McCormick Harvesting Machine 



Co. and Deering Harvester Co., along with their smaller rivals, tried every trick possible to sell their binders to 

reluctant farmers. The struggle became so intense that competing salesmen would not only bribe farmers to buy, but 

also allegedly sabotaged the competition’s machines and physically attacked people. 

As the war dragged on, selling expenses grew to more than 40 percent of total sales. Something had to be done and, 

in 1902, a merger of the five largest companies was brokered. The McCormick, Deering and Milwaukee Harvester 

companies, Piano Mfg. Co., and Warder, Bushnell & Glessner (Champion harvesters) merged to become the mighty 

International Harvester Co. 

For many years after the merger, IHC sold two parallel lines of equipment, one named McCormick and one named 

Deering, each slightly different from the other, but wearing the IHC logo. This was deemed necessary since each line 

had its loyal customers, and there was usually both a McCormick and a Deering dealer in every farm community. 

The U.S. government filed an antitrust action against IHC in 1912. One of the terms of the agreement called for IHC to 

have only one dealer in each town, meaning that the dual McCormick and Deering lines of equipment could no longer 

be maintained. Indeed, the expense of designing, building and supporting both lines of equipment had been a serious 

drag on the company, so in 1923 a new grain binder – one combining the best features of each of the older machines – 

was introduced and called the McCormick-Deering. All of IHC’s other farm implements soon followed suit, and the 

famous McCormick-Deering line was born. 

http://www.farmcollector.com/company-history/whatever-happened-to-mccormick-deering.aspx#ixzz31qHOqzf2 

Down the hill, almost to Searsburg – wherever that is!  

10. Down the hill, turn left onto Lewis Rd. (“+” road sign, Switzer Equipment)  1.1 mi 

11. Continue straight onto Extension Rd., which becomes Co Rd 142 at the stop 3.0 mi 

12. Straight through stop sight at  Halls Corners Road, and our destination will be on the left 

ARRIVE: Lively Run Goat Dairy Farm, 8890-8990 County Road 142, Interlaken, NY 14847 

   

DEPART at 11:15am for Seneca Falls 

13. Turn left onto Co Rd 142/Co Rte 142 toward Interlaken    1.2 mi 

 Just as we turn onto road, look left at next farmhouse – nice place!  

14. Slight left at stop onto NY-96 N/S Main St.     1.4 mi 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-61b3NpNBGGY/UzD2SQL9ZiI/AAAAAAAAA2s/PtlbYVpXsdw/s1600/lively-run-road-sign.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ot13_i033Jo/UzD2Ynu0rfI/AAAAAAAAA20/YbZioPaij6k/s1600/Lively+Run+goats-in-barn.jpg


Welcome to Interlaken! First settled in the late 1790s and early 1800s, the Village of Interlaken was home to many 

families from the New England and New Jersey areas. Early businesses included hotels, blacksmiths, post office, bank, 

and in time the railroad station. All designed to support the local families and the farmers from the surrounding area. 

 Four churches were established to serve the community, Union Baptist in 1819, Reformed Church of Farmerville in 

1830, a Universalist church in 1850 and St. Francis Solanus Catholic Church in 1874. 

Originally called Farmerville, then Farmer, and Farmer Village the hamlet continued to grow. In 1904, with the 

increase in summer travelers coming to the area on the Lehigh Valley Railroad, there was a movement to rename the 

railroad depot something more than Farmer. The Railroad sponsored a contest to suggest names for the station and a 

school teacher, Miss Georgiana Wheeler, suggested the name of Interlaken based on her travels to Switzerland. 

As we pass through town, nice homes both sides – clearly a prosperous place once upon a time… I learned from the 

owner of Lively Run that downtown was THRIVING as late as the 1970s – every storefront filled. This was a town 

center for the farmers in outlying areas, who shopped and went to church and went to the movies, right here. 

Apparently in the early 80s many farms went out or were bought by the mega-farms, and of course the Seneca Dept 

downsized / closed. It’s been the Amish and Mennonite communities, as well as the wineries and artisan cheese 

makers, who have fueled the area’s recovery.  

As we pass through town, a very nice church on left… Pass sign / left turn for Ovid, pass school, and nice Reformed 

Church on the right. Notice huge barn (Brooks farm, 1982) on the left just as we turn.  

15. At the antiques sign (note huge barn on left), turn right onto Cty. Rd 150 1.1 mi 

See giant cemetery on the left – clearly lots of people lived their whole lives in this area.  

16. At end, turn left onto County Rd 141      0.2 mi 

17. At stop, turn left onto NY-89 N – nice lake view on Right    20.0 mi 

About 2 miles on the left, note Myer Farm Distillers. A very cool building!  

 



About 5 miles past Myers Distillery see a Scenic Byway sign and look right – nice view, except I didn’t write down the 

details!! Might have been for Dean’s Cove, a nice boat launch and walking / birding area. 

 

See 50mph sign, and then a marker for Frisbie’s Ferry Company. Hard to believe this was a thriving place once!  

 

In the 45mph zone, see East Varick sign, then Winey ¼ mile sign, then look left for Cobblestone Farm Winery # 5102 

New York 89 – nice building!  

 

Town of Fayette, see the lighthouse on the right – I think modern?  

Then see Burroughs Point… Sullivan’s campaign certainly was destructive.  



Welcome to Canoga. Note the Canoga Landing historical marker – once again, a Native American village destroyed 

during the Sullivan Campaign in 1779.  

The Sullivan Campaign was an extended systematic military campaign against Loyalists ("Tories") and the four 

Amerindian nations of the Iroquois who had sided with the British in the American Revolutionary War. The expedition 

severely damaged the Iroquois nations' economies by burning their crops, villages, and chattels and by ruining the 

Iroquois technological infrastructure and the man-power investment of many decades. With the Amerindians' shelter 

gone and food supplies destroyed, thereafter the strength of the Iroquois Confederacy was broken. The death toll 

from exposure and starvation dwarfed the casualties received in the Battle of Newtown, in which about 1,000 Iroquois 

and Loyalists were decisively defeated by an army of 3,200 Continental soldiers. 

Sullivan's army then carried out a scorched earth campaign, methodically destroying at least forty Iroquois villages 

throughout the Finger Lakes region of western New York, attempting to put an end to Iroquois and Loyalist attacks 

against American settlements as had occurred the previous year of 1778 such as the Cobleskill, Wyoming Valley and 

Cherry Valley massacres.  

Over time it became clear that the expedition broke the Iroquois Confederacy's power to maintain their former crops 

and utilize many town locations. However, the expedition appeared to have caused little more than famine and 

dispersion of the Iroquois people. Following the war, much of the Iroquois land would be secured in the peace Treaty 

of Fort Stanwix (1784), later to be absorbed by treaties with the State of New York. Much of its Native American 

population would move to Canada, Oklahoma, and Wisconsin. 

As we pass Cayuga Lake State Park, we’ll soon be turning west…  

For many years local people enjoyed the privately operated picnic grounds on the site of the present Cayuga Lake 

State Park. In 1877 William G. Wayne in 1877 acquired the property and changed the name to Wayne’s Woods. Mr. 

Wayne was the state master of the Grange.1 His Wayne’s Woods included a pavilion. 

On May 24, 1886 a group of NYC businessmen organized as the Cayuga Lake Park Company. This company purchased 

Wayne’s Woods. Soon after this purchase, the Seneca Falls and Cayuga Lake Railroad began construction of an 

extension of the existing Seneca Falls and Waterloo Railroad’s line to the lake from the Franklin House on Bridge 

Street in Seneca Falls to this new Cayuga Lake Park.4 This was the first standard gauge railroad line ever built in this 

country from the primary purpose of reaching a summer resort.  

Facilities at the park expanded greatly because of the large numbers of people who came to the park, especially on 

Sundays. There were baseball grounds. The wires of the Thomson-Houston Electric Company were extended to the 

Park, illuminating the resort and providing a grand sight, especially from the lake. A new opera house was built, 

capable of holding 500 people, and often the place for stage performances by New York City performers. There were 

fireworks at the pier. By June 1887, a steamboat was making regular trips on Cayuga Lake to the Park’s pier, and on 

July 4, 1887, it was estimated that 25,000 people were present for the celebration. WOW 

A visit to the Park was high adventure for one of impressionable age. Every merry-go-round ride held the thrill of the 

brass ring you snatched as your horse pranced by…entitling you to a free ride. From about 1890 to 1910, this Cayuga 

Lake Park flourished as the leading summer resort of two counties. The peak year was probably 1895. Pleasure 

seekers from Geneva, Waterloo, and Seneca Falls frequented the park each summer, making use of the electric trolley. 

On many busy days, as many as ten and eleven cars would pull away from the park every hour in the evening…  

The advent of the automobile greatly reduced rider ship on the trolley line to the Cayuga Lake Park. In June 1921, the 

railroad company formally petitioned the NYS Public Service Commission for permission to abandon the line to the 



park. In September 1921, the railroad company voted at its annual meeting to abandon their line east from Seneca 

Falls to Cayuga Lake Park because it was unprofitable. 

By the close of 1923, there were expectations that Cayuga Lake Park might be in the State Park Plan, authorized by 

the State Legislature in 1922. In September 1927, a detailed proposal was presented to the Finger Lakes Park 

Commission to create Red Jacket State Park. It was authorized, but with keeping the old title of Cayuga Lake Park.  

Soon after its becoming a state park, much development work took place at the park. This work included dock 

construction, parking area, beach improvement, camp, picnic and bathing facilities and building repairs. In 1935, 

Cayuga Lake Park became part of a Civilian Conservation Corps project funded by the federal government. 

Construction of 13 buildings comprising the CCC camp was completed.  

George Morehouse built his first boat in 1913. He earned $25 for flat-bottomed designs and $35 for round-bottomed 

ones. He purchased the Wayne Pavilion in 1919 and renamed it the Grandview Inn. In 1925 he established a boat 

livery next to the restaurant. Much of his boat production, as many as 12 boats per year, was aimed at outfitting his 

new business. For several years, it was the restaurant that supported the boat business.  

Except for the war years, the company built Comet sailboats (1939-51) and Lightning sailboats (1946-51) which had 

great reputation in sailing competitions. In 1948, the company built its first inboard boat, using Chris-Craft (Hercules) 

engines. The peak year of Morehouse boat production was 1956, with 12 different models on display in the showroom 

that once was the restaurant. That year the company produced 300 boats… The advent of fiberglass and aluminum in 

small crafts in the mid-1950s. Increasingly fierce competition for the Morehouse Company’s more expensive wooden 

craft. In 1961-62, the Morehouse Boat Company discontinued boat production. 

18. Pass NYS Chiropractic College (formerly Eisenhower College), and turn left onto East Bayard Street   

Pass gigantic Rest Vale Cemetery on the right, and several nice homes as we come into town.  

21. Turn right at light onto Ovid St., and cross over the bridge and through the light   

Notice Mynderse Academy on the left… now a public high school.  

 

22. Turn left at Beryl Street, and left at end onto State Street.  

Note diagonal parking ahead on left – pull in and park.  

ARRIVE: Lunch @ Parker’s Grill, 86 Fall Street, Seneca Falls, NY  

DEPART at 1:30pm for Foster Cottage  



Turn right at light onto Fall Street, and head west, out of town.  

Headed out of Seneca Falls, look right – see huge ITT (former Gould Pumps) manufacturing environment 

Jjust after rounding a curve see on the right “Seneca Falls Technology Group” – kind of a cool looking old building…  

 

We’ll pass by an ugly modern commercial area, and as we slow to 30mph, see Evans Chemetics on the left (our son 

Evan is a Chem Major!), and then note small old train station as well:  

 
 

EVANS CHEMETICS manufactures ORGANIC DIVALENT SULFUR CHEMICALS and is now the worldwide leading producer 

of Thioglycolic Acid and 3-Mercaptopropionic Acid and their derivitives. Whatever that is! Our products find 

applications in hair care, cosmetics, food packaging, food additive, pharmaceuticals, polymers, and many other uses. 



On the way into Waterloo – birthplace of Memorial Day – are many fine older homes… just past the Sunoco on the 

left, look right for the Memorial Day Museum and also Gridley Inn on right, B&B (for sale!).  

 

Drive over Gem Creek – apparently good fishing here – I wonder how it was named?  

23. Just past Sunoco, turn right onto Co Rd 112/Packwood Rd.   3.2 mi 

Go straight at stop sign, past Town Line Road and past Pre-Emption Road – Straight at light over Route 14…  

24. Continue onto Skuse Rd.        1.1 mi 

Note small brick building on left – former chapel?  

25. Turn left at stop onto Carter Rd.       0.2 mi 

26. Take the 1st right onto Preece Rd.      0.8 mi 

27. Continue onto McIvor Rd.  at Flashing Red (Cty. Rd. #6)    1.6 mi 

Nate, Ann, do you know where we are? ;-) 

Note nice cobblestone on left, opposite the huge farm… there’s a second one on the left as well. Both are before the 

flashing yellow light.  

28. Continue onto Co Rd 23       3.5 mi 

Slow to 30mph., as you come up hill see Church of Orleans on the right. Cute place, couldn’t find any history on the 

church though.  



 

29. Turn right at stop onto County Road 20      0.2 mi 

30. Take the 1st right onto NY-488 N       0.5 mi 

31. Bear left onto Co Rd 43 (see Route 488 sign)     2.4 mi 

32. Turn left onto Main Street / Co Rd 13      1.1 mi 

Welcome to Clifton Springs – amazing houses, we’ll learn more shortly!  

ARRIVE: Foster Cottage, Clifton Springs, NY – pull up on the right, park on the street 

DEPART 3:15pm, head for home!  

More Choices…  

You can proceed to the next corner, and head north on Kendall Street, up to Route 96, or stay with us “going 

straight” on a nice country road. There are plenty of places to turn north… Route 21 in Shortsville, Route 332 

in Canandaigua, Route 444 in Victor, Route 64 in Mendon, or head all the way back to Trish and Dave’s house.  

The route west from Clifton Springs only has one turn, a bear left to stay with County Road 13 just past Lover’s 

Lane, about a mile out of Clifton Springs. The rest of the way to Vanable’s house is all “go straight” from here.  

Thanks for joining us on the tour!  


